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The Beacon to the Future Campaign is off to a Great Start!
After many years of quiet preparation, 

the capital campaign for the renovation 
of 532 Beacon Street has officially begun. 
“The Beacon to the Future” is an ambi-
tious but achievable effort to raise $4 mil-
lion from Alpha Theta alumni and friends 
in order to conduct a complete renova-
tion and restoration of our historic chap-
ter house. When completed, 532 Beacon 
Street will provide a first-class living and 
learning environment for Alpha Thetas 
for many decades to come.

Campaign committee chairmen Doug 
Bailey ’72 and Karl Büttner ’87 have 
assembled a core of lead donors paving 
the way with contributions more than 
$2.5 million. Now, it is up to the rest of 
us to finish the job. With about 600 liv-
ing alumni, it will require participation 
from as many of our alumni as possible. 
To that effort, several dozen alumni span-
ning decades of pledge classes have volun-
teered to reach out to brothers from their 
own classes and eras. These class agents 
and era captains will help familiarize you 

with the project and the campaign, in 
addition to the materials sent through 
the mail and on the campaign website,  
sigmachi.mit.edu/renovation.

Assuming a successful campaign, the 
renovation, itself, is slated to begin in 
January 2013 and conclude the follow-
ing August in time for Rush 2013. Dur-
ing those eight months when the actives 
are temporarily relocated to campus, 532 
Beacon Street will be refitted and restored 
for the future. All the major systems in the 
house will be replaced including the heat-
ing, plumbing, electrical, and life-safety 
systems. A redesigned kitchen will provide 
meals, while a new elevator will create 
greater access for brothers and guests.

The renovation will enable a “green-
ing” of the house through improvements 
such as modern insulation, efficient win-
dows, and other methods used in LEED-
certified buildings. The heating, and 
potentially, whole-house cooling systems 
will also be upgraded to the latest high-
efficiency technology. Through all these 

efforts, the chapter will reduce its carbon 
footprint and operating costs.

Most significantly, the house will gain 
an additional floor. Despite freshmen now 
living on campus, Alpha Theta has actu-
ally expanded in size over the past decade 
and is still filled to near-capacity. Total 
occupancy will remain the same, but the 
bedrooms will be “de-crowded” so that 
quads will become triples and triples will 
become doubles. To maintain a competi-
tive living option as new dorms become 
available, we can no longer afford to have 
the least square footage of living space 
per person in the entire FSILG system.

This is a very exciting project that has 
been many years in the making. With your 
help, we can provide a home worthy of 
our great fraternity for generations of 
future Alpha Thetas. We hope that you 
will be generous with your support at 
whatever level you can manage. We also 
hope you can join us at the 130th Reunion 
Banquet in April to celebrate the dawn of 
this next phase of Alpha Theta’s history.

Registration for Alpha Theta’s 130th Anniversary Reunion is open.  
More than 120 people have already registered for the event. 

register now at sigMachi.Mit.edu/reunion. 

this year‘s program will include era and class gatherings on Friday night, exemplifica-
tion of the sigma chi ritual on saturday morning, followed by a barbecue lunch and 
alpha theta academy presentations. the signature event is the saturday night banquet 
at the westin copley hotel in Boston, where we will toast to the success of the capital 
campaign, as well as celebrate the life and legacy of the late Brian d. robertson ’96.

For a complete schedule of events, online registration, hotel information, and a list of 
those already registered, please visit sigmachi.mit.edu/reunion.

ALPHA THETA’s 130th ANNIVERSARY REUNION

APRIL 27–29, 2012
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Brian David “BDR” Robertson ’96 died 
in a plane crash in York County, Pennsyl-
vania, on December 22, 2011. Passing to 
the Chapter Eternal, Brian leaves a lasting 
legacy as a successful entrepreneur and a 
dedicated brother.

 Brian achieved success very early in life, 
and continued his meteoric rise until his pass-
ing. In 1996, with a Course 6 degree in hand, 
Brian co-founded PlanetAll, one of the first 
social networking sites on the internet. A 
few years later, he sold it to Amazon.com 
for more than $100 million on August 4, 
1998, two days before celebrating his 25th 
birthday. After spearhead-
ing the launch of the online 
toy store at Amazon.com, 
Brian left to build Visible 
Markets, the first electronic 
trading platform for the 
U.S. bond market. He then 
decided to attend Harvard 
Business School (HBS). 

While a student at 
HBS, he helped build the 
first solar energy system 
on Harvard’s campus, 
which led him to his next 
few successful ventures. 
Upon graduating from HBS, he co-founded 
and became president of SunEdison. After 
SunEdision was acquired by MEMC Elec-
tronic Materials for $200 million, Brian 
became CEO of Amonix. During Brian’s 
tenure as CEO, and before he passed away, 
Amonix became the largest manufacturer of 
concentrated photovoltaic (CPV) commer-
cial solar power systems. The public will 
remember Brian for these accomplishments, 
but many Alpha Thetas and I will remem-
ber him as a remarkable brother.

 Brian’s time at 532 Beacon is almost 
legendary. Known simply as BDR back then, 
Brian was a natural leader among us, and 
committed himself to the chapter and broth-
erhood with full abandon although he was 
paying his own way at MIT by working 20 
to 30 hours a week at a local software com-
pany. He served as Work Week manager and 
Quaestor for two terms each and was elected 
consul his junior year. Even outside of his 
leadership roles, Brian had a powerful influ-
ence on everyone and everything at Alpha 
Theta. In 1995, Brian had the foresight to 
network the house with ethernet, and we 
became the first “wired” house across the 
river. Some of the younger brothers might 
say “big deal,” but to put it into perspective, 
back then we only had five total phone lines 

in the house, and Amazon.com hadn’t sold a 
single book yet.

 Brian was also famous for his fear-
lessness to perform any dare put forth to 

him—yes, any dare. As 
Brother Walter Von Koch 
’97 put it recently, we had 
to craft these dares care-
fully to fully maximize our 
entertainment while mini-
mizing his personal injury. 
Many great and memorable 
stories came from these 
dares, and I am certain 
that at the 130th Reunion, 
close to two decades later, 
the “microwave chicken,” 
“Q-Mart run,” “Amherst 
alley,” and countless other 

stories will be retold and passed on to 
future generations of brothers.

 This fearlessness was also his key 
strength to take on big ideas and chal-
lenges that would be daunting for most 
people. With PlanetAll, he changed how 
people have interacted for thousands of 
years by pioneering social networking 
before it became a household name (you’re 
welcome, Facebook). At Amazon.com, he 

helped revolutionize how we shop on the 
internet. At Visible Markets, he called out 
Wall Street and tried to dis-intermediate the 
primary broker-dealers from the world’s 
largest securities market. He was bold, but 
maintained the same spirit of youth and 
wiley smile he exhibited during the dares 
at Alpha Theta. Brian did all this before he 
turned 32, but he was not finished. 

Brian was also a devoted father and 
husband. He found his perfect match in 
Eileen McGuire and together, they had 
three beautiful kids: Melanie, Brooke, and 
Max. To make the world a better place for 
his family, especially his three young chil-
dren, he tried to harness the power of the 
sun to help solve the global energy crisis. It 
turned out to be his final bold act.

 Brian will be missed as his influence 
and impact were felt by many generations 
of brothers. Indeed, throughout his many 
ventures, he partnered and employed many 
fellow Sigs. Brian also helped many broth-
ers with their own entrepreneurial efforts. 
He planned to be a lead supporter in the 
upcoming capital campaign for the chapter’s 
renovation. But, most importantly, since I’ve 
known him for the past 18 years, Brian was 
there when many other brothers and I needed 
him. Alpha Theta lost a great brother. Brian 
David Robertson, with his pursuit of high 
ideals; noble purposes; and his commitment 
to serve well his families, friends, and com-
munities, exemplified the Sigma Chi Mission 
and Creed, and he conducted himself until 
his death as a credit to our fraternity.

 In hoc,
 Kenneth “Dino” Dinovo ’97

In Memory of Our Brother, Brian David Robertson ’96
August 6, 1973–December 22, 2011

“BDR” Robertson ’96

Brian David Robertson, with 
his pursuit of high ideals, noble 
purposes, and his commitment 
to serve well his families, friends, 
and communities, exemplified the 
Sigma Chi Mission and Creed, 
and he conducted himself until his 
death a credit to our fraternity.

•

•

Sigma Chis and Brian’s son Max at the Baltimore memorial service.
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Dear Brothers,
I am pleased to report on a great fall 

2011 semester. Following a very successful 
spring semester during which the chapter 
earned the highest average GPA of all MIT 
fraternities, brothers continue to hold one 
another to high academic standards. Sev-
eral brothers attended the Balfour Leadership 
Training Workshop over the summer, and 
I am pleased to announce that the chapter 
has once again earned the Peterson Award, 
continuing our strong tradition among the 
international fraternity.

The Alpha Theta Chapter had a strong 
start to the semester with a cohesive and 
well-planned rush led by Rush Chair Bryan 
Beller ’12. After extending bids, we were 
extremely pleased that 13 men of good 
character pledged Sigma Chi. Brother 
Gabriel Blanchet ’13 (after returning from 
his spring semester on the Appalachian 
Trail) has organized and implemented a 
fantastic pledge program. These 13 young 
men are already well on the way to becom-
ing great Sigma Chis. 

Active brothers also continue to be 
involved on campus, from athletics to com-
munity service. Approximately half of our 
brothers are members of varsity teams, 
including team captains on the swimming, 
volleyball, lacrosse, and sailing teams. 
Community Relations Chair and Pro Con-
sul Michael Gibson ’13 has organized sev-
eral volunteer opportunities throughout the 
semester, including Sigma Kappa’s Memory 
Walk. Several brothers will be teaching 
classes at Splash this semester, an event 
hosted by MIT that brings high-school and 
middle-school students to MIT to learn 
directly from undergraduate students about 
a wide range of topics.

Our semester has also been extremely 
successful socially. Our annual Sweetheart 
Formal, honoring our new sweetheart Rachel 
Fraunhoffer (MIT ’13), displayed our chap-
ter’s great synergy and vibrancy. We con-
tinue to host regular social events, large and 
small, including the now 41-year-old tradi-
tion of Wednesday Night Tea. 

I am honored to serve as Consul to our 
chapter this semester. I am proud of the great 
success and sense of community that perme-
ates our house each and every day. We look 
forward to seeing all Alpha Theta alumni at 
the 130th Anniversary Reunion in April. 

In hoc,
Patrick Vatterott ’13

Consul

Consul Reports on State  
of the Chapter

According to Paul Uche ’13 (this year’s 
sweetheart chair) the best day of our lives 
as Sigma Chis has occurred. He said this in 
reference to this year’s Sweetheart Formal, 
which took place on November 14, 2011, in 
honor of the sweetheart of the Alpha Theta 
Chapter of Sigma Chi, Rachel Fraunhoffer. 

Around 6:15 p.m. that Saturday, the 
brothers and pledges dressed in their tux-
edos, left from 532 Beacon Street to pick up 
their dates and escort them to the house for 
a reception in the library. After half an hour 
of mingling and picture taking, we made 
our way to the Fairmont Copley Hotel for 
dinner. During the banquet, in adherence 
to tradition, speeches were given about the 
sweetheart by the first pledge in every pledge 
class—Chris Cook ’15, Michael Klinker ’14, 
James Byron ’13, and Charles Bernstein ’12. 
Shortly after eating, we serenaded Rachel 
with “The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi,” then 
all returned to the house for more singing. 
Although some were easier on the ears than 
others, the songs from each pledge class were 
creative and entertaining as usual, in true 

Sigma Chi fashion. The song from the dates, 
however, stole the night with their rendition 
of a modern-day classic, which served to 
massage the egos of the brothers and pledges. 

When we finished singing, we moved the 
party to the ice and skated the night away. 
After about two hours of skating, including 
the pledge class races—won by the ’13s—the 
night wrapped up with the brothers’ circle 
on center ice, and everyone returned to the 
house at 2:30 a.m. for breakfast.

All in all, this year’s Sweetheart For-
mal was thoroughly enjoyed by all in 
attendance. I, for one, love what it sym-
bolizes. This is not only a night dedicated 
to honoring a girl who most embodies the  
characteristics of a true Sigma Chi, but also 
serves to unite the brothers of the house to 
one another, as well as to the international 
fraternity, as we join our fellow chapters cel-
ebrating sweethearts across the world.

 
In hoc,

Obinna Okwodu ’14 
Chapter Editor

The Sweetheart Formal Unites  
Sigma Chis Everywhere

Brothers pose with the new Sigma Chi sweetheart, Rachel Fraunhoffer, at the Sweetheart Formal.

Memorial Service for Brian Robertson
Memorials for Brian Robertson took 

place on the East and West Coasts. On 
December 30 was a very somber viewing in 
York, Pennsylvania, at a funeral home near 
the site of the crash followed later by a more 
lively “roast and toast” at The Baltimore 
Museum of Industry.

More than two dozen Sigs, plus a num-
ber of wives, and even a few of the kids 
made the journey on very short notice. Sev-
eral brothers spoke at the event including 
Sam Choi ’93, Babak Azad-Tatari ’95, Fred 
Ackerman ’96, Sean Beckett ’97, and Sherrett 
Walker ’93. It was great to share some of our 
choice memories about Brian from his time 
at MIT and the house. It was also wonderful 
to hear brothers share stories from our time 
after graduation—an amazing example of 
how our bonds of brotherhood and friend-
ship extend beyond our time at college. 

Walter Vonkoch ’97 and Ken Dinovo 
’97 put together a terrific slide show where 

many brothers provided pictures of Brian 
from their own albums. Jay Henderson 
’96 even went to the house and rummaged 
through the old historian’s reports.

It was comforting to think that Brian 
would have really enjoyed the event—open 
bar and bite-size portions of salted red 
meat (mini meatloafs topped with bacon)!  
He also would have loved that the venue 
celebrated the intersection of business and 
innovation, and that it highlighted his pas-
sion for flying with an airplane hanging in 
the main exhibit hall.

The event was bittersweet. It was amaz-
ing to see how many people’s lives Brian had 
touched, but also tragic to say goodbye to 
an old friend and brother.  Brother Brian, 
our lives were better, happier, and more fun 
because we knew you.  We miss you, BDR.

In hoc,
Jay Henderson ’96
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On Sunday, September 18, 2011, all 
active brothers of Alpha Theta Sigma Chi 
were thrilled that 13 men of good char-
acter accepted bids to join our fraternity. 
Since then, I am proud to report that the 
process of introducing the pledges to our 
house and preparing them for initiation 
into our brotherhood is well underway. 

In addition to teaching the pledges 
about the history and ideals of Alpha 
Theta and the international fraternity, 
the pledge program this year is focused 
on enhancing the pledges’ integration into 
the house, as well as encouraging them to 
be introspective and to question their own 
motivations. A variety of inter-class activ-
ities—big brother-little brother events, 
and individual pledge-brother discus-
sions—have all supplemented the strong 
traditions already in place for teaching the 
pledges about Sigma Chi and fostering a 
strong bond among pledge brothers. Our 
hope is that the actives and pledges will 
benefit a great deal from the cultivation of 
these relationships. 

As Magister, I am continually impressed 
with and reassured by the active brothers 
in our chapter. Frankly, I can’t imagine a 
better environment in which to grow and 
blossom during the formative years at MIT. 
Our GPA placed us as the highest achieving 
fraternity this past semester; brothers are 
active and involved in many campus groups 
including a strong, but diverse, athletic core; 
they are engaged in research; and are highly 
sought after for internships and job place-
ments. I am impressed by the character and 
ambition of the men by whom I am sur-
rounded, and to whom the class of 2015 will 
attempt to emulate. 

The Alpha Theta Chapter of Sigma 
Chi proudly announces the class of 2015: 
Christopher Cook, Nikolas Albarran, Aus-
tin Gromatzky, Colin Hong, Brad Eckert, 
Thomas Altmann, George Hartoularos, 
Jeffrey Castillo, Miles Burr, Nicholas Dia-
mantoni, Andrew Busse, Tyler Nolan, and 
Orevaoghene S. Attah. The members of 
the pledge class of 2015 have already dem-
onstrated passionate leadership by joining 
committees, planning events, and main-
taining a positive presence in the house, on 
campus, and in the community. 

We invited all alumni to join us at 
the house on Sunday, February 5, where 
we welcomed these young men into our 
brotherhood. I personally look forward to 
introducing you to the newest members of 
Alpha Theta Sigma Chi.

In hoc,
Gabriel Blanchet ’13

Magister

Magister Reports on 
Pledge Program My decision to remain at 532 Bea-

con Street over the summer was the best 
decision I’ve made in the past year. The 
memories and experiences I was lucky 
enough to share with my brothers and 
our guests during those three months were 
truly remarkable.

My roommates, Mike Klinker ’14 and 
Ken Siebert ’14, in 2 Large Back contribut-
ed more than anything to my unforgettable 
experience. The lifelong bond we forged 
rooming together made me realize the deep 
nature of the brotherhood I shared with 
them. From walking to my summer UROP 
every morning with Kenny to the endless 
prank war between Mike and I, my friend-
ship with and understanding of my fellow 
’14s grew to a level I did not know was 
possible to achieve.

We were joined intermittently this sum-
mer by Sigs from all over North America 
including the Omega Chapter at North-
western, the Beta Omega Chapter at the 
University of Toronto, and the Theta Beta 
Chapter at the University of Southern Flori-
da. Most remarkable of these were definite-
ly our neighbors to the north, whose bois-
terous disposition made for a rowdy and 
very entertaining weekend. The Canadian 
Sigs eventually continued to travel down 
the coast to Florida, stopping to stay at as 
many Sigma Chi Chapters as possible.

Although I took the end of June to 

swing back to my hometown of Dallas, 
Texas, I made a point to return to Bos-
ton for the Fourth of July because of all 
the amazing stories I had heard. Indeed, 
Independence Day was quite the event, 
although it was comprised mostly of lazing 
on the Esplanade with our brothers and 
house boarders. The image of the fireworks 
against the night sky over the Charles River 
as I watched them from the back balcony 
will never leave my mind.

One of the biggest highlights of the 
summer, however, did not take place in 
Boston, but rather Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, at the Balfour Leadership Train-
ing Workshop. Accompanied by Mike 
Gibson ’13, Kevin Lang ’13, Garrett Win-
ther ’11, and Jeff Mekler ’10, I had the 
great fortune of attending the largest fra-
ternity gathering in the country. Exchang-
ing stories and ideas with actives and 
alumni gave me great material to bring 
back to Boston to enrich the Alpha Theta 
Chapter. More importantly, I truly felt a 
meaningful connection to the internation-
al fraternity for the first time. If I can take 
away anything from this past summer, 
it was the bond that grew between my 
brothers and I at the house, on the road, 
and across the country.

                                                                                                    
In hoc,

David Christoff ’12

Summer 2011 at 532 Beacon Street

Alumni Send Their News From  
Far and Near

Winchell t. “Win” hayward ’46 is 
active in local historic preservation 
groups and his Presbyterian church. He 
plans to attend the April 2012 gather-
ing. Get in touch with “Win” if you’ll 
be at the 130th as well (208 Williard 
North St., San Francisco, CA 94118; 
winhayward@mailbug.com).

thomas L. Bell ’47 attended ted davis’s 
(’47) memorial service and wanted to 
submit these few remarks about his dear 
friend: “During an early week in Septem-
ber 1941, Ted was about to be a freshman 
joining the class of 1945 at MIT ... and 
so was I. The week before classes began 
was orientation and Rush Week for fra-
ternities. Ted pledged Sigma Chi. A day 
later, so did I and six others including 
milo Wilson ’44, who later married Alice. 
They chaperoned Ted on his first date 
with Nancy. New pledges met the older  

brothers, including Wallace “sunny” dun-
lap ’44 who later married Nancy’s sis-
ter, Barbara. Meeting Ted was an expe-
rience—what a guy! He was a head or 
so shorter than I, but a very agile and a 
natural athlete. He was obviously a very 
bright individual, although quiet and mod-
est about his many accomplishments in 
high school. At orientation, all students 
were required to prove they could swim; 
Ted had no trouble. Physical Education 
was a required course unless one went out 
for an intercollegiate sport. Ted went out 
for crew (as MIT did not have a football 
team then) ... so did I. The freshman crew 
team rowed against Harvard and other 
college eights. Ted was a natural leader in 
everything he did. At the Sig house, he was 
soon the leader of the freshman pledges. 
In later years, he was elected to a vari-
ety of positions in the chapter including 

(continued on page six)
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Occasionally, as I lie in my 
3SF bed at night puzzling over 
the hecticness that is so typical 
of life here at MIT, I hear piano 
chords playing on repeat from 
the floor above. I always smile. 
I know the musician well, and I 
love his music.

Joey Perricone ’14 is study-
ing physics and math (Courses 
8 and 18). In addition to excel-
ling in his coursework, Joey happens to be 
absurdly musically talented. Before enroll-
ing at MIT and pledging Sigma Chi, Joey 
drummed for “Our Last Night”—a post-
hardcore band he was deeply involved 
in. He helped write the band’s music and 
played shows in front of hundreds of peo-
ple in cities around the Northeast. Joey 
faced a tough choice in 2007 between 
continuing with the newly signed band or 
pursuing his passion for physics. He chose 
to attend MIT, but that doesn’t mean he’s 
abandoned his musical career; Joey has 
simply shifted musical gears.

Joey switched from a hardcore genre 
to a super catchy pop/rock genre and 
now writes and records a few songs every 
month. In addition to drums and piano, 
Joey strums guitar and belts out vocals. 
The chapter usually gets a sneak preview 
before Joey posts his songs to YouTube 
for the world to listen to. He most recent-
ly performed his song “Birds in the Sky” 
at Sigma Kappa’s campus-wide talent 

show, Late Night, on October 7.
If you are interested, search YouTube 

for “Joey Perricone” and listen to some of 
his work. Joey doesn’t have enough time 
in his days to promote his music just yet. 
He’s too busy working out the effects that 
super-fast neutrinos will have on special 
relativity and glancing up from his key-
board out of his fourth-floor window as 
the Charles River freezes over.

Several others contribute to the musi-
cality of the house, as well. Paul Uche ’13 
loves to write and record rap and hip-
hop songs (check out “Paulo Chuck” on 
soundcloud.com), and Andrew Busse ’15 
entertains brothers and guests at Tea most 
weeks, with enthralling drum freestyles (he 
led his marching band in high school). I’m 
not musically inclined, but due to the great 
diversity of temperaments, talents, and con-
victions we house here at 532 Beacon, our 
horizons are continually broadened.

In hoc,
Gabriel Blanchet ’13

The Musical Stylings of 532 Beacon Street

In July 2011, Gabe Blanchet com-
pleted his thru-hike of the Appala-
chian Trail, covering 2,181 miles in 
124 days. Several Alpha Thetas joined 
Gabe and his family as he reached Mt. 
Katahdin in Maine, the northern termi-
nus of the trail.

The hike also served as the cata-
lyst for a fundraiser in support of the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
and the Baystate Pediatric Endocrinol-
ogy Group. Brothers, friends, and fam-
ily helped raise $11,124 to benefit the  
two organizations.

Learn more about Gabe’s adven-
tures at the Alpha Theta Academy 
event (130th Reunion) in April!

Gabe Completes  
Thru-Hike of  

Appalachian Trail

In his first 
World Series of 
Poker ,  Manoj 
Viswanathan ’05 
finished day four 
as the overall chip 
leader. He was 
eliminated in the 
following round, 
finishing 191st out 
of 6,865 players, 

but not without collecting a sizable prize.
Unlike most modern poker players, 

Manoj does not play much online. Instead, 
he plays socially with friends and Alpha 
Theta brothers, several of whom encour-
aged him to join the tournament and bank-
rolled his entry.

Manoj Viswanathan 
Finds Success at World  

Series of Poker

The late Robert A. “Bob” Swanson ’69 was one of seven honored as the inaugural 
members of the Entrepreneur Walk of Fame in Cambridge’s Kendall Square. The MIT 
Entrepreneurship Center, the City of Cambridge, and several foundations and nonprof-
its joined efforts to celebrate the bright minds of American business and promote Kend-
all Square’s reputation as a hub of innovation.

Bob was among very elite company in the initial honorees. Joining him were Thom-
as Edison, Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Mitch Kapor, Bill Hewlett, and David Packard.

Bob Swanson Honored On Cambridge’s  
Entrepreneur Walk of Fame

Bob Swanson’s (’69) space on the Entrepreneur Walk of Fame in Cambridge.

Joey Perricone ’14 is pursuing his passion for physics,  
while continuing  to try and promote his music on the side.

Gabe reaching Mt. Katahdin in Maine.

Manoj at the World 
Series of Poker.
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Alumni Send News From Far And Near

Please visit the alumni section of the 
Alpha Theta website to make sure we 
have your most recent email address: 
http://sigmachi.mit.edu/alumni.

How Can We Email You?is published regularly by 
the Alpha Theta Chapter of Sigma Chi Fraternity at 
MIT for its friends and members. News and photos 
should be sent to: Alumni Records Office, Alpha 
Theta Chapter of Sigma Chi Fraternity Inc., P.O. 
Box 390528, Cambridge, MA 02139-0006.

The Beaver Sig

president. I was assigned to be Ted’s room-
mate at the Sig house and soon learned how 
smart he really was. He helped me might-
ily with my studies—probably would have 
flunked out if he hadn’t. So I might say, Ted 
saved my life—something he did in many 
ways over the years. At the Sig house at 
dinner, we sang MIT, Sigma Chi, and other 
college songs between courses. Ted had a 
wonderful voice. In later years, he used it 
to teach his children—Cathy, Barbara, and 
Jim—his favorite college songs. After Ted 
taught Cathy the MIT fight song, she said 
she learned to spell—‘M-A-S-S-A-C-H-U-
S-E-T-T-S I-N-S-T-I-T-U-T-E O-F T-E-C-
H-N-O-L-O-G AND Y COMES AFTER 
G.’ After December 7, 1941, the military 
allowed students to join reserve units and 
stay in school. Ted enlisted as a private in 
the Army Reserve, as did many of us. It 
kept us in college into our sophomore year. 
During that year at a tea dance, Ted let me 
cut in on him. The gal later became my first 
wife, Ellen. Ted was my groomsman for 
the wedding in December 1948. His wife 
of six months, Nancy, was there with him. 
Thank you, again, Ted. My indebtedness 
to you is great. While staying with Ted and 
Nancy after Ellen died, their friend Joanne 
Kouris dropped by. We were introduced, 
and it was love at first sight. We married in 
August 1999. In his toast to the bride and 
groom as best man, Ted said that he was 
glad to get promoted from usher and that he 
had known us for more than 90 years—58 
for me and 34 for Joanne. Another ‘thank 
you, Ted, and Nancy, too.’ You saved my 
life again. Ted’s kindness, generosity, and 
life-saving moves never stopped. One day, 
he phoned to ask if I would help as an usher 
here. As a result, I became a regular church-
goer. So, once again, Ted saved my life and, 
you might say, saved my soul. Thank you, 
Thank you, Ted.” Contact Ted at 3482 
W. Dartmouth Ave., Denver, CO 80236; 
joto3482@yahoo.com.

“It’s a small world—working on an elec-
tric golf cart that my MIT ring and finger 
shorted out a 48V circuit,” writes W. chan-
dler “chan” stevens Jr. ’55. “Result was no 
damage to my ring, however, I received a 
bad burn on my finger. A week later, swell-
ing and blister meant that the ring would 
have to be cut off. I went to Magruder  

Hospital emergency room in Port Clinton, 
Ohio. The medic on duty said he’d cut it 
off. I remarked, ‘I bet you have never seen a 
ring like this.’ He replied yes he had seen a 
few as his grandfather was Karl Compton—
the past president of MIT.” Catch up with 
Chan at 2617 State Rte. 97, Lexington, OH 
44904; chanandboo@embarqmail.com.

“We are closing our financial planning and 
investment firm after 14 years,” writes alan 
R. Brennecke ’61. “It has been a good run, 
and we have enjoyed working with our loyal 
clients and friends. However, retirement and 
golf beckon!” Send congratulations to Al at 
2477 Winding Brook Ct., Rochester Hills, 
MI 48309; abbottbrennecke@comcast.net.

alfred Bellows ’62 retired after 45 years of 
practicing engineering at Polaroid, ECA, 
Foster-Miller, GTE, Sylvania, and various 
consulting jobs along the way. He has more 
than 30 patents and loved his jobs design-
ing gadgets that went into space, the bot-
tom of the sea, coal mines, power boilers, 
the telephone system, and the hands of mil-
lions of photographers. He and his wife, 
Sandy, moved to Cape Cod three years ago, 
but migrate to Naples for the cold months. 
His “big plan” for next year is to gather all 
seven Sigma Chi 1962s on the Cape for a 
mini-reunion in June before the MIT one. 
Email Al if you are interested in the mini-
reunion at albellows@comcast.net.

“I am currently medical director of neonatol-
ogy at Swedish Medical Center (we have a 
76-bed NICU, largest in the region),” writes 
terrence J. sweeney ’75. “My wife, Victoria, 
and I are marrying off our two oldest children 
this year, leaving two at home/school with 
us. I welcome any contact from MIT Sigs if 
anyone is out this way” (727 17th Ave., E, 
Seattle, WA 98112; terrys@seanet.com).

“My family and I have been in the Philly 
area for a year now, and I’m enjoying 
my new job at DaVita, providing care to 
dialysis patients,” wrote charles L. choi 
’92. “Drop me a line if you’re in the area 
(cchoi@alum.mit.edu).”

sherrett O. Walker ’93 welcomed a baby 
boy, Isaiah Coltrane Walker, on May 5, 
2011. Sherrett, his wife, Monica, and their 
children Abigail and Isaiah reside in Santa 

Clara, California, where he is a third-year law 
student at Santa Clara University. Keep in 
touch with Sherrett at buznakka@yahoo.com.

Nick cohen ’02 married his longtime girl-
friend, Michelle McIuor, on October 13, 
2011. Many Sigs were in attendance, but 
thomas Quealy ’02, Jason poff ’02, chris 
Johnson ’02, and anthony Kim ’03 were in 
the wedding. Nick and Michelle still reside 
in New York City, where Nick works in 
structured equity trading at BNP Paribas. 
Send congratulations to the Cohens at 
140 W. 22nd St., Apt. 7B, New York, NY 
10011; nhcohen@gmail.com.

DECEASED
We regret to announce the deaths of:

Lindsay Z. Fletcher Jr. ’43
July 11, 2011

milo V. Wilson Jr. ’44
December 28, 2011

theodore davis ’47
August 28, 2011

andrew J. snow Jr. ’50
July 11, 2011

edward W. Farrow ’54
July 15, 2011

Lee h. Fister Jr. ’57
February 8, 2012

Rod s. peterson ’67
December 17, 2011

Brian d. Robertson ’96
December 22, 2011

eugene R. chamberlain
December 8, 2011

(continued from page four)

Gene Chamberlain, Denison ’50, dean of 
foreign students at MIT, chapter adviser, and 
trustee of the house, passed away on Decem-
ber 8, 2011, at 91. He will be remembered 
as a lifelong Sig and friend to Alpha Theta. 
He attended many dinners and events. He 
took time to visit with us as students, show-
ing interest and genuine affection toward us. 
He lived a full life, and those of us who knew 
him are richer for his kindness and care. He 
will indeed be missed.

In hoc,
John Beckett ’60

Gene Chamberlain  
1920–2011


