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It’s time to get together at the 
140th Reunion

A lot has changed in the world since 
we last celebrated together in 2017. 
While we are not out of the pandem-
ic yet, we look forward to being able to 
be together again next spring for Alpha 
Theta’s 140th year at MIT. If you’ve 
attended any of the recent reunions 
(over 300 brothers and guests attend-
ed the 135th!), then you know well the 
amount of fun and brotherhood that 
can be packed into one weekend.

Brothers, Sweethearts, and Friends of 
the House are all invited, as are spouses, 
children, and guests.

See sigmachi.mit.edu/reunion for 
registration information.

Please come only if you are 
vaccinated against COVID-19.

Join Us As We Celebrate Join Us As We Celebrate 
Alpha Theta’sAlpha Theta’s

140140THTH REUNION REUNION

April 30 through May 1

(continued on page five)

Holden C. Richardson ’07
Naval Aviation Pioneer

Aboard the NC-3 flying boat, Rich-
ardson and his crew departed Naval Air 
Station Rockaway in New York on May 8, 
1919, and arrived safely in Trepassey Har-
bor, Newfoundland via Halifax on May 
15. From there, the boats prepared to take 
off for the Azores, some 1,320 miles to the 
southeast. This leg, the longest of the jour-
ney, would be followed by shorter legs to 
Lisbon, Portugal, and Plymouth, England. 
Destroyers were stationed every 50 miles 
along the course to aid in navigation and 
to render assistance. The weather forecast 
was favorable for the 19-hour flight. But 
for such a long flight every pound of weight 
came at a premium; spare tools, extra drink-
ing water, an emergency radio, even an extra 
crew member were left behind to make the 
craft light enough to take off.

The first eight hours were unevent-
ful, but the weather turned foul and thick 
clouds obscured their view of the line of 

ships. A broken electrical wire prevented 
them from making radio contact, and so 
they flew through the night alone with cold 
rain pelting their faces.

Off-course and with fuel running low, 
Richardson’s crew landed hard in rough 
seas. Their craft damaged and taking on wa-
ter, with only oily radiator water to drink, 
they limped along for 53 hours, sailing the 
aircraft backward in heavy winds, with crew 
members taking turns climbing out to the 
starboard wing pontoon to weigh it down 
to keep the craft from capsizing. Through 
clever dead reckoning and an occasional 
starshot through breaks in the clouds, they 
finally made their way into Ponta Delga-
da harbor, their original destination in the 
Azores, to a hero’s welcome.

The NC-3 did not continue. Only one 
of the three crafts to set out, the NC-4, 
completed the trip to Lisbon and on to 

Holden has long been included on the list of prominent Alpha 
Thetas as a designer and pilot of the flagship of three Navy fly-
ing boats that together attempted the first transatlantic flight 
in 1919. Richardson was the Navy’s 13th naval aviator, was 
the Navy’s first engineering test pilot, and was the first secretary 
of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. In 1925, 
Richardson led efforts to develop carrier aircraft and patrol 
planes. After retiring, he returned to active duty in the Bureau 
of Aeronautics in 1934. During World War II, he headed the 
Washington Navy Yard wind tunnel. After the war, he worked with the Smithsonian Institute 
and various Navy departments as a consultant. Richardson passed away in 1960 at the age of 81.

by Dan Craig ’03
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in place with minor patching as needed. A 
professional paint job completed the proj-
ect and now the wainscoting looks terrific!

The original cost estimates were sober-
ing, especially in light of all the uncertain-
ties during the pandemic. But the cost es-
timate was scrubbed, and we identified a 
MIT IRDF grant which will reimburse up 
to 75% of the cost for this historical pres-
ervation. The corporation (all of us alums) 
could then afford this renovation.

This project is a great example of what 
can be done with alumni donations. Now 
the house will have beautiful wainscoting, 
along with all the classic character it im-
parts, for another 100 years!

Classic Wainscoting RenewalClassic Wainscoting Renewal
by Bill Tsacoyeanes ’84

Terence Cormier and Tom Larue performed the restoration.

Our wood paneling has always been a 
hallmark of Alpha Theta Sigma Chi. This 
classic wainscoting envelopes the first-floor 
entrance as it leads directly to the music 
room, the dining room, and up the grand 
staircase on the way to the library. 

Over a century ago, the wainscoting 
was installed for proper (read: highbrow) 
Bostonians. While we still have “tea” and 
other (arguably) sophisticated activities, we 
also have group wrestling matches on the 
way to a brother being showered. Many of 
the thin (¼ in), unsupported wooden pan-
els had been split. While the 2014 refur-
bishment upgraded innumerable systems 
and most of the house, the wainscoting was 
left in an original state. Going into the pan-
demic several panels had been broken and 
numerous others had received well-inten-
tioned but less-than-complete restorations. 

An empty house due to the pandemic 
presented a unique opportunity to repair 
and increase the resiliency of the wain-
scoting. After consultations with several 
brothers and a trusted contractor (Ter-
ence Cormier, owner of Creative Living 
Designs), we developed a plan. The pan-
els would be cut out and discarded, solid 
backing would be installed, and thicker 
(primarily ¾ in) MDF panels would be 
installed. New, clean trim molding sur-
rounding the panels finishes the look. Even 
if the actives figure out a way to break these 
panels, they can easily be replaced. The 
original, still solid rails and stiles were kept 

Panels removed with backing installed.Typical broken panel.

Freshly painted and refurbished 
stairway wainscoting.

What a semester it’s been! After over 
a year away from campus, the chapter 
could not contain its excitement about 
being back. We started off strong with a 
successful work week organized by Bill 
T. (alumni house manager), Kael Kor-
donowy (house manager), Aaron Fuchs 
(vice president), and me (consul). This 
was an essential bonding experience for 
everyone in the house as the classes of 
2023 and 2024 had never lived here. 

We spent the entire day together 
working, relaxing, and setting the tone 
for an exceptional semester. From work 
week we moved straight into rush, orga-
nized by Jake Jones (co-rush chair) and 
me (co-rush chair). We organized vari-
ous events including rush parties, beach 
trips, barbecues, and game nights. There 

were late nights spent deliberating and 
tired faces every morning, but we end-
ed up with a 14-person pledge class with 
diverse backgrounds and interests that 
we are delighted to have. The semester 
started off tough for everyone trying to 
transition back to in-person learning but 
we supported each other through it and 
people have really gotten into routines 

which have been great to see.
Personally, this semester has been an 

unprecedented leadership challenge with 
all the new factors I have to consider 
when leading an organization through 
these rapidly changing times regarding 
social policy, COVID-19, and culture. 
Because of this, I have truly learned les-
sons I feel will carry me through life. 
From how to give and take feedback to 
guiding brothers through trying situa-
tions, living in the house as consul has 
spurred my personal development great-
ly. One of the most meaningful experi-
ences I have had this semester is getting to 
spend time with my pledge class (2023). 
We are pictured here at our Halloween 
party sharing laughs and good times. 

Report from the ConsulReport from the Consul
by Haran Nadarajah

Meet: Steven Henry

It has been my dream since the sev-
enth grade to attend to MIT, so I was 
very excited to travel to Massachusetts 
with my family and start this new chapter 
in my life. However, after I checked into 
my dorm for the first time and my family 
said their goodbyes, it truly dawned upon 
me that it might be slightly difficult to 
adjust to this new environment. Coming 
from Jamaica, a relatively small island in 
the Caribbean, I was not used to many of 
the norms here and as a result, I was hit 
with a major culture shock: new weath-
er, music, and even clothes. Therefore, I 
knew that I had to find a way to adjust to 
this new lifestyle in an enjoyable manner, 
and after meeting the brothers at Sigma 
Chi, it all became clear. 

During rush week, I found it grati-
fying to relate and make friends at Sig-

ma Chi and I quickly began to visualize 
a home for myself at 532 Beacon Street. 
The brothers introduced me to new mu-
sic, food, iconic spots around Boston, and 
overall made me feel welcomed. These 
interactions and memories helped me to 
feel more comfortable and allowed me to 
transition well into my first year at MIT. 

Meet: Jack Roberson

How do you truly join a communi-
ty through only a virtual environment? 
That is a question that my pledge class 
and I faced throughout this year. After 
joining Sigma Chi through virtual rush 
last February, I was both excited and ap-
prehensive. I had no clue how the pledge 
education process would occur, how tra-
ditions would be upheld, or if I could 
even form bonds with my new brothers 
over Zoom. To my relief, I received warm 

welcomes from every Sig I encountered, 
among both my pledge class and upper-
classmen. The Preparation for Broth-
erhood program pushed me to think 
deeper about who I am as a person and 
consider what my role would be within 
the fraternity. I enjoyed the program so 
much that I decided to run for Assistant 
Magister and was elected to the position 
for this fall. I didn’t realize until this fall 
how much my class missed out on in 
the pledge education process. Through 
experiential activities, candle passes, and 
the pledge retreat, it has been great to see 
the ’25 pledge class grow close to each 
other. Supervising the pledge education 
process reminded me how grateful I am 
to have such a tight-knit community. I 
have found lifelong friendships through 
Sigma Chi even with a virtual start and 
look forward to making many more.

Sigma Chi

Introducing Our Newest MembersIntroducing Our Newest Members



The overall schedule is still being 
finalized, but the general outline will 
be familiar:

APRIL 29 | Friday
•  Open House at 532 Beacon Street
•  Class and Era Events and Din-

ners around the Boston Area

APRIL 30 | Saturday
•  Ritual Exemplification and 

Alternate Family Event
• Alpha Theta Academy
•  Banquet at the Hotel Common-

wealth in Kenmore Square

MAY 1 | Sunday
• Brunch or Cookout
• More activities TBA
Rooms will be available at a block 

discount at the Hotel Commonwealth.
The reunion committee is hard at 

work ironing out the details. We will 
be responsive to the evolving pandemic 
situation and will work within MIT’s 
COVID-19 protocols, so details may be 
subject to change as conditions warrant.

Nominate someone to pres-
ent at the Alpha Theta Academy? 
Question? Concerns? Email to 
SC-Reunion-Comm@mit.edu.

140140THTH  ReunionReunion
(continued from page one)
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Plymouth, making it the first transatlantic 
flight and first flight between the United 
States and Great Britain, only 16 years af-
ter the Wright Brothers’ first flight.

For a detailed account of the NC-3 ad-
venture, see Clark G. Reynold’s “Voyage of 
the NC-3” in the April 1987 issue of Naval 
History Magazine, https://www.usni.org/ 
magazines/naval-history-magazine/ 
1987/april/voyage-nc-3.

Pictured on next page is a tribute penned 
by contemporary Alpha Theta, McMillan 
H. Johnson '10, celebrating Richardson’s 
being named a Significant Sig, reprinted 
from the 1920 Sigma Chi Quarterly.

by M. H. Johnson, Jr. Xi ’09 
Alpha Theta 1910

“You can’t keep a good man down” … 
even if he does weigh 250 pounds. Brother 
Holden C. Richardson, trans-Atlantic fly-
er, is living proof of this. Old Man Oppor-
tunity never knocked at his door without 
losing a forelock. To one who knew him 
only casually this might seem rather sur-
prising. Brother Richardson has none of 
the aggressiveness of the typical “live wire,” 
yet he is a man who puts things across in 
a quiet and thoroughly efficient manner. 
Has it ever occurred to you that the profes-
sional “live wire” is often only a wire with-
out insulation which short circuits mode 
of the current before it reaches the motor? 

Brother Richardson has a fine heavy insu-
lation of jovial good fellowship and deep 
under it a high voltage current of energy 
flows directly to the motor of achievement 
without any sparking coruscations by the 
way. To the friends who know him inti-
mately, it would be surprising only if he 
failed in anything he undertook, for he has 
that rare combination of initiative and sta-
bility which makes for consistent success.

He was appointed to the Naval Acade-
my in 1897 from Pennsylvania and grad-
uated in 1901, having shown exceptional 
ability in engineering subjects. After three 
years at sea as a midshipman and ensign 
on the USS Massachusetts, he was assigned 
to the Corps of Naval Constructors and 
ordered to the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology for the three-year government 
postgraduate course in naval architecture. 
The manner in which he happened to be 
selected for this assignment is an illuminat-
ing example of his method of direct action 
when opportunity raps. One day, during 
his period of service as a midshipman, the 
Atlantic fleet was steaming out of Bar Har-
bor, Maine, in a heavy fog. The battleship 
Massachusetts ran on a pinnacle rock and 
was very seriously damaged. She returned 
to Bar Harbor, taking water rapidly, and in 
this emergency Richardson, although not 
a diver, volunteered to examine the bot-
tom and report the damage. He took the 

Holden C. Richardson ’07Holden C. Richardson ’07
(continued from page one)

an expert pilot as well as designer.
That his ability as a pilot is exceptional 

is shown by the fact that he was assigned 
to duty as pilot commander of the NC-3 
for the epoch-making transatlantic flight 
last May. The whole world remembers the 
story, how the NC-3 in company with 
her two sister planes took flight on May 
8, 1919, from Rockaway, New York, to 
Halifax, from Halifax to Trepassy Bay, 
and from there to Ponto Del Gada in the 
Azores. In flight she became lost in a fog, 

plunge, made clear sketches of the damage, 
and these were used as a guide for docking 
the vessel for repairs at New York. When 
the water was pumped out of the dry dock 
his drawings were found to be absolutely 
correct.

Brother Richardson entered the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology in Oc-
tober 1904 and was initiated into Alpha 
Theta shortly afterward at a very critical 
time in the history of the chapter. Like 
the good ship Massachusetts, she was 
badly damaged and taking water rapidly. 
The chapter was having financial difficul-
ties. That, of course, is almost a normal 
condition of the Greeks, and ordinarily 
doesn’t cause much worry. In addition to 
this, however, the chapter was threatened 
with serious factional dissension. That we 
came through our difficulties with har-
mony and good fellowship completely 
restored was due to a considerable extent 
on the influence of Dick’s kindly and 
tactful personality.

He graduated in 1907 with the degree 
of Master of Science and was assigned to 
duty as assistant to the superintending 
constructor at the Newport News Ship-
building Co. In 1910 he was transferred 
to the Philadelphia Navy Yard, where he 
began his first flying experiments. He built 
several gliders, in one of which he made a 
successful flight in tow of a motor car. It 
is easy to imagine the sedentary pleasure 
of such a ride in those days when ailerons 
and stabilizers were unknown terms, and 
a glider had about as much stability as a 
tailless kite in a high wind. 

In 1911 Richardson was ordered to 
aviation duty and has continued in this 
branch of the service ever since. The flying 
boat hulls and seaplane pontoons, as well 
as many other points in modern naval sea-
craft design, typify his work. He is one of 
the heaviest men in the service, weighing 
about 250 pounds, but in spite of this he is 

The NC-4, sister ship to Richardson’s NC-3

(continued on next page)

flight across the Atlantic.
Were Brother Richardson an older 

man this trip might be called his crown-
ing achievement. As it is, someone better 
equipped than I may be writing another 
article twenty years from now for the Quar-
terly in which his flight on the NC-3 will 
be referred to as one of the interesting epi-
sodes of his early career.

He was Naval aviator #13, was the Na-
vy’s first engineering test pilot, and was 
the first secretary of the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics. In 1925 Rich-
ardson led efforts to develop carrier aircraft 
and patrol planes. He volunteered to return 
to active duty in the Bureau of Aeronautics 
in 1934. During World War II, he headed 
the Washington Navy Yard wind tunnel.

“He worked with the Smithsonian In-
stitute after the war and various Navy de-
partments as a consultant.”

Flightpath of the NC flying boats from Newfoundland to the Azores.

(continued from previous page)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_C._Richardson

https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/19608

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Flying_Firsts_of_Walter_Hinton/ 
uAw4ZwcARpgC?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=richardson

https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-history-magazine/1987/april/voyage-nc-3

Cool photos, map at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtiss_NC-4

was forced to descend, and just as we had 
given her up for lost the word came that 
she had made her way to port through 
hundreds of miles of heavy sea under her 
own power, an exploit as thrilling as the 

Online ReferencesOnline References
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W. Chamdler Stevens Jr. ’55 reports: “Cir-
cling the wagons. Sold the farm three years 
ago. Sold the apartments and garage on PIB 
last year. This year, the house, after 42 years. 
Next to go is me. I had a 70th reunion this 
September from high school. Five of us 
came to Tech, and four are still alive. After 
my wife died 20 years ago, I remarried for 
over 18 years and got four more sons: nine 
now. One grandson is at Ohio State.”

“Hello Sigma Chi brothers,” writes Chris-
topher Davis ’68. “As the COVID threat 
gradually recedes thanks to vaccinations, I 
am delighted to learn that life at Sigma Chi 
is on its way to returning to normal. While 
I received my MIT degree in biophysics in 
1968, I felt that life as a scientist would be 
for me too long a slog before I felt a sense 
of professional accomplishment. Frankly, I 
was too impatient. Accordingly, I decided 
to go to medical school. For me, this was 
the best decision of my life. After complet-
ing my residency in emergency medicine at 
Johns Hopkin, I worked for 35 years seeing 
patients in the ER. I cared for over 100,000 
patients and made life-saving interventions 
thousands of times. The variety was amaz-
ing: pediatrics, internal medicine, orthope-
dics, toxicology, trauma, OB/GYN, cardiac 
arrests. My job was to be able to rescue each 

patient from a medical disaster in virtually 
any area of medicine. Age caught up with 
me several years ago and I retired. My wife, 
Kathleen, (Wellesley ’68) also went to med-
ical school and graduated at the very top of 
her class and taught internal medicine in 
medical school for 25 years. Our daughter 
is married to a fine fellow and they have 
two children. Our son, after extended ser-
vice in the Army Special Forces (the Army 
equivalents of the Navy Seals), will be grad-
uating this year from the Washington State 
University medical school and plans to be-
come an ER doc. Last year, I wrote a book 
about my life in the emergency department 
entitled “Compassion Amidst the Chaos.” 
In just a few short months, it has sold over 
1,500 copies nationwide. It is available 
through Amazon as a Kindle (costs al-
most nothing) or as a paperback available 
at bookbaby.com. As my dad used to say, 
“The greatest gift a person can receive is the 
opportunity to perform meaningful work.” 
I have always felt that being an ER phy-
sician meets that standard. Quite simply, 
I have always loved my job. Thank you. 
chrisdavismd@gmail.com; 206-683-8206.”

After eight years in the Army, Brandon 
Briscoe ’11 started a company called 
Linkup Point, a sports-focused social net-

work and service marketplace that helps 
connect sports partners, mentors, and 
guides (info at linkup-point.com and in 
the app coming soon). Brandon lives in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. He was ini-
tially mountain sports-focused but now 
aims to play a role in all sports and rec-
reational activities everywhere (‘the Face-
book and Airbnb experiences for sports’). 
“We are in the process of becoming a pub-
lic-benefit corporation, and our mission is 
to increase participation and lower barri-
ers to entry in sports and recreation and, 
consequently, to promote better health 
and quality of life for all people in all 
places. We also promote environmental 
stewardship and recreational access in or-
der to maintain and enhance recreational 
places and the global environment and to 
ensure the enjoyment of those places. Our 
ask is for all brothers and friends to sign 
up, get involved, and let us know what 
you think. We are also opening our seed 
fundraising round for those interested in 
investing. We are also a small but grow-
ing team with many needs, so reach out if 
you are interested in getting involved in a 
professional or work context. My email is 
brandonbriscoe@linkup-point.com. 
In Hoc.”

DECEASEDDECEASED
We regret to announce the deaths 

of the following alumni:

ROBERT M. BRIBER ’52 
April 29, 2021

RICHARD R. KURTH ’64

JOHN N. LUYKX ’23 
April 17, 2021

ERIC L. MUDAMA ’61 
June 23, 2021

HAVE ALUMNI
NEWS?

We want to hear from you! Send your person-
al updates, accomplishments, adventures, and 
photos to our Campaign Account Manager 
Karie Allison at kallison@elevateims.com, 
or simply fill out the back of the enclosed gift 
form and return it in the mail. We want to share 
it in the next issue of the Beaver Sig!


